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Knepp House late 19th century
Redhouse

Private

The Knepp House lies in open, mountainous, terrain and is a good
example of the plank house construction type found in Garrett County.
It is a two-story, four bay by two bay dwelling with a gable roof.
The vertical planks which support the house measure 1% feet wide and
are covered with weatherboard siding.

The facade has a double entrance and faces northwest. A one-
story shed porch supported by four turned wood posts runs across the
facade.
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The Knepp House lies in open, mountainous, terrain and is a good
example of the plank house construction type found in Garrett County.
It is a two-story, four bay by two bay dwelling with a gable roof.
The vertical planks which support the house measure 1% feet wide and
are covered with weatherboard siding.

The facade has a double entrance and faces northwest. A one-story
shed porch supported by four turned wood posts runs across the facade.

The house is set into a hill with the rear, southeast elevation
resting on a full-story basement. The foundation at this elevation
is cast-concrete; while on the side and front elevations it is rubble
mixed with concrete. (Creek sand was commonly used as a concrete
mixture in rural farmhouse foundations.)

The weatherboard siding appears to have been painted red at one
time with green cornerboards, window and door surrounds; everything
was later painted white which has since weathered. The southwest
gable end has aluminum siding.

The gable roof of the house and the facade porch shed roof are
covered with standing seam metal.

The two facade entrances are alternated by two over two sash
windows: beginning with the northeast end of the facade, there is
a door, then a window, another door, and a window at the southwest
end. The doors are wood with three horizontal panels surmounted by
a single pane window.

All windows in the house are two over two sash with plain board
surrounds. There are two interior end brick chimneys.

The interior of the house is based on a two-room plan with a
central enclosed staircase. The walls and
ceiling are covered with narrow, horizontal boards.

This site includes: a frame outhouse, southeast of the house,
and a rock-faced, brick building block garage with a gable roof,
south of the house. A frame bank barn, silo, and frame corncrib
lie southwest of the house.

According to Ben Knepp, Jr. owner of the house, a still which
was in operation about 100 years ago, was located approximately 1,000
feet southeast of the barn, in the woods.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Knepp House is a good example of the vertical plank
constructed house type found in Garrett County. for more details
on plank construction, see James Q. Fike Farm, G-II-A-033,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
E21FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Donna Ware, Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines August 1981
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Shaw House, 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Annapoldis Marvland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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